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increased by more than 60 percent
since 1991 and is projected to more than
double by 2050. It ranks as the sixth
leading cause of death in America. Peo-
ple who have diabetes are much more
likely to suffer from blindness, kidney
failure, heart disease, stroke, and nerve
damage. These complications result in
significant costs to the health care sys-
tem as a whole as well as to the indi-
vidual suffering from this disease.

Diabetes health care specialists say
that many patients who are diagnosed
with diabetes initially visit their doc-
tor not for symptoms related to the di-
abetes but because they are already
suffering from the secondary complica-
tions. If diabetes complications are the
first indication that you have diabetes,
you are starting your fight at an in-
credible disadvantage.

Although the increasing burden of di-
abetes and its complications is fright-
ening, much of this burden could be
prevented with early detection. Meth-
ods for controlling diabetes and mini-
mizing its impact on health and health
care costs are well documented. Yet ac-
cess to these services, including screen-
ing and early interventions, varies by
State.

The bill we are introducing today
will provide a uniform benefit within
the Medicaid Program. This bill recog-
nizes that diabetes has been found to
be most prevalent in low-income and
certain ethnic populations. This bill
makes sure that the needs of these pop-
ulations, such as Native Americans and
Hispanics are addressed.

Complications of diabetes can be pre-
vented and the costs of this disease to
our society can be contained. Early de-
tection and treatment is the key. I
know that the chairman and ranking
member of the Finance Committee
have been working very hard to reform
the Medicaid Program so that it will
better serve those who need it most. I
appreciate their efforts and hope they
will consider making the changes I am
recommending.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING HAWAITS NA-
TIONAL CHEERLEADING CHAM-
PIONS

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate the Kamehameha Varsity
Cheer Team which won the National
High School Cheerleading Champion-
ship at Walt Disney World in Orlando,
FL, on February 9 to 11, 2007. The Ka-
mehameha squad received top marks
from the competition’s judges, gar-
nering a total of 713 points, thereby
capturing the Small Varsity Division
title.

The Warriors advanced to the na-
tional championship by winning 1 of 58
regional competitions held across the
country and was 1 of 6 teams to ad-
vance directly to the finals. At the na-
tional competition, Kamehameha faced
off against 55 rival squads. In the final
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round of competition, the young
women of Kamehameha demonstrated
amazing skill and athleticism acquired
over many months of rigorous training.

The Kamehameha Varsity Cheer
Team includes captains Corinne Chun,
Jasmine Merseberg, Kendra Uson, and
Keeny Won; and members Erika Cas-
tro, Kelli Ann Uehara, Cristina Lei
Luke, Kanani Kekuawela, Savannah
Wolfe, Kacie Kamaka‘ala, Ashley
Murakami, Robbi Bulatao, and Chelsea
Bega. The team is led by cohead coach-
es Melissa Beimes and Dolly Wong,
along with varsity coaches Giselle
Ann-Kim and Shannon Cosma, all Ka-
mehameha School alumnae.

I congratulate the Kamehameha Var-
sity Cheer Team on their accomplish-
ment, and I wish all of them the best in
their future endeavors. I extend the
same congratulations to all members
and coaches who participated in this
year’s National High School Cheerlead-
ing Championship on a job well done.®

———

RECOGNIZING DR. LAWRENCE
THOMAS GERATY

® Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the lifetime contributions of Dr. Law-
rence Thomas Geraty as he retires as
president of La Sierra University in
southern California. Dr. Geraty’s
strengths as a churchman, educator,
academic, and administrator provide
an example for us all.

Dr. Geraty has been a college and
university president for the past 22
years, first taking on this role at
Union College in South Lancaster, MA,
in 1985. For the past 14 years he has
served as president of La Sierra Uni-
versity in Riverside, CA.

Growing up as a member of a Sev-
enth-Day Adventist missionary family,
Lawrence Geraty gained a broad per-
spective of the world, living abroad or
attending educational institutions in
China including Hong Kong, Burma,
Lebanon, England, Germany, France,
and Israel. He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from Pacific Union College, then
graduated from the Theological Semi-
nary at Andrews University. Following
his graduation, he served as a pastor in
Santa Ana, CA, for a brief period of
time. Thereafter, he joined Andrews
Theological Seminary as a faculty
member. After serving at Andrews, he
went to Harvard University to study
Hebrew Bible and Biblical archaeology,
earning his Ph.D. with distinction and
completing examinations in 10 Ilan-
guages.

After receiving his Ph.D. Dr. Geraty
returned to Andrews Theological Semi-
nary to work as Professor of Archae-
ology and History of Antiquity. For the
next 13 years, Dr. Geraty served as an
educator and scholar in Jamaica, Jor-
dan, Costa Rica, Trinidad, Europe, and
Australia. During this period, he was a
founding director of the Institute of
Archaeology at Andrews University,
led a series of major archaeological ex-
peditions in the Middle East, and
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worked as the curator of the Horn Ar-
chaeological Museum.

Dr. Geraty has had led a prominent
career in academia. He was the recipi-
ent of a Fulbright fellowship. He served
as an adviser on archaeology to former
Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan. He
served as vice president of the Amer-
ican Center of Oriental Research in
Amman, Jordan from 1982 to 2002. He
represented the U.S. Office of Edu-
cation in a delegation of administra-
tors to study minority education in
China. He has published roughly 50
scholarly journal articles, edited 8
books and provided contributions to
over 30 books.

During his tenure as president of La
Sierra University, the university has
seen tremendous growth and has
played an integral role in the growth of
inland southern California and our Na-
tion. Between 1993 and 2006 university
enrollment nearly doubled. In 2002, a
biotechnology laboratory opened. In
2004, U.S. News and World Report dis-
tinguished La Sierra University for its
successes in student diversity. And this
year, Dr. Geraty had the great distinc-
tion of being named ‘‘Citizen of the
Year’”’ by the Greater Riverside Cham-
ber of Commerce.

In his time as president of La Sierra
University, Dr. Lawrence Geraty has
provided our Nation with a role model
of leadership and citizenship. His com-
mitment continues to leave a legacy of
service to academia, scholarship, edu-
cation, his community and our Nation,
and I applaud his lifetime of service as
he retires.®

———

TRIBUTE TO WALTER SONDHEIM,
JR.

o Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to one of Baltimore’s
great civic leaders, Walter Sondheim,
Jr. If ever there was a statesman from
Baltimore, it was Walter Sondheim.
From the time I entered public life in
1971, his name was synonymous with
integrity, public purpose and civic
leadership, and he was the most self-ef-
facing public figure I ever met.

Perhaps Walter Sondheim’s most
unique talent was his ability to man-
age transitions. Whether in business, in
the community or in his own personal
life, Walter knew when to hold them
and when to fold them. In the late 1950s
and early 1960s, Walter recognized the
evolution in Baltimore’s economic base
from heavy industry and manufac-
turing to tourism, service and tech-
nology. He championed a new vision of
public land use and architectural excel-
lence when he shepherded the Renais-
sance of Baltimore and the creation of
the present day Inner Harbor. He chal-
lenged the business community to look
forward and prepare for the service
economy and the explosion of tech-
nology related businesses that was
being driven by our major universities
and federal scientific facilities.

In the larger community, Walter
Sondheim led us from the darkness of
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segregation and into the vision illumi-
nated by the U.S. Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Brown v. Board of Education
in 1954. Where other communities hesi-
tated or procrastinated, as president of
the Board of School Commissioners for
Baltimore City, he forged ahead to im-
plement this milestone ruling long be-
fore other cities around the Nation.
The result was a speedy, thoughtful,
considered integration of the public
schools.

In his own personal life, Walter
Sondheim transitioned from his early
life as a businessman with one of Balti-
more’s premiere department stores to
the leader of a number of influential
civic and business organizations. With
grace and purpose, he carefully re-
leased himself from old roles and em-
braced new opportunities. He never
looked backward, only forward. He did
not fear new ideas. Whatever challenge
he chose to address, he was always the
right man in the right place at the
right time.

Finally, Walter Sondheim was never
threatened by other talented people.
Indeed, he encouraged young leadership
and new faces in the crowd. For this
young protestor, who found herself in
an elected position inside City Hall, he
had nothing but words of encourage-
ment and offers of assistance. He knew
that civic leadership was comprised not
only of traditional groups, but also of
the sweat equity crowd that desired
change. He always welcomed new en-
ergy and new points of view. Walter re-
mained unburdened by convention and
the status quo his entire life long.

I ask that a Baltimore Sun article on
the life and contributions of Walter
Sondheim be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:

[From the Baltimore Sun, Feb. 15, 2007]
WALTER SONDHEIM JR.: 1908-2007—HE WAS
SAGE ADVISER, KEY FIGURE IN CITY’S GROWTH

Through 6 decades, they called upon Wal-
ter Sondheim Jr. When Baltimore mayors,
Maryland governors and other civic leaders
needed sage advice, inevitably they sought it
from a man widely admired for integrity and
uncommon warmth and graciousness.

Mr. Sondheim died at 10 a.m. Thursday of
pneumonia at Mercy Medical Center. He was
98, and until last week he worked every day
at his office at the Greater Baltimore Com-
mittee.

Mr. Sondheim had a gift for nudging people
toward grand accomplishments, often to the
surpassing benefit of Baltimore and the state
beyond. He earned his livelihood as a depart-
ment store executive, but his legacy can be
found in sweeping civic movements.

As president of the Baltimore school board
in 1954, Mr. Sondheim insisted—though other
cities stalled—on the speedy desegregation
of Baltimore schools after the U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. As a leader of the city’s downtown
development agency, he coaxed his col-
leagues into carefully controlled planning of
the Inner Harbor. He headed the state panel
that promoted regular testing of students.
He disdained anything but the highest eth-
ical standards in business and government.

“It’s hard to imagine God having created a
better person than Walter Sondheim,” said
Robert C. Embry Jr., the city’s former hous-
ing commissioner and now president of the
Abell Foundation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Accolades poured in from the many leaders
Mr. Sondheim counseled throughout the dec-
ades.

Gov. Martin O’Malley, who ordered state
flags to be flown at half-staff, said Mr.
Sondheim ‘“‘wasn’t shy about reaching out”
to him with advice when Mr. O’Malley was
mayor.

“If there was one enduring quality about
Walter Sondheim, it was he had an unrelent-
ing optimism about human nature,” Mr.
O’Malley said Thursday night.

Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin said, ‘“Whether it
was integration of the city schools or the re-
development of Baltimore, he was certainly
well ahead of his time.”

William Donald Schaefer, the former gov-
ernor and mayor who worked closely with
Mr. Sondheim on many civic improvement
efforts, called his death ‘‘a tremendous loss,”
describing Mr. Sondheim as one of the
smartest and kindest men he knew.

“Integrity. I've never known a man with so
much integrity in my life,” Mr. Schaefer
said. ‘““He would not sanction anything that
was not right.”

During nearly a century of life, Mr.
Sondheim crossed paths with many cele-
brated personages of his day. His favorite
portrait of his late wife, Janet, was taken by
the famed photographer Dorothea Lange. His
children were delivered by Dr. Alan
Guttmacher, a Johns Hopkins obstetrician-
gynecologist who was one of the pioneers in
the field of reproductive health. His brother-
in-law was Richard Neustadt, a Harvard po-
litical scientist and the founder of the uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment.

LINKED TO HISTORY

His life was also intimately entwined with
the history of Baltimore. He knew H.L.
Mencken, who was a friend of Mr.
Sondheim’s father. His parents were married
a week before the Great Baltimore Fire of
1904, which destroyed much of the downtown
business district.

A droll and charming raconteur, Mr.
Sondheim would recount for friends that
when his parents returned from their honey-
moon to the still-smoking Baltimore, his fa-
ther told his mother that the fire of their
love had engulfed the city.

But beyond the stories was a remarkable
record of achievement in reshaping the city.
Mr. Schaefer said the Science Center,
Harborplace and Charles Center—among
other projects—are ‘‘all monuments to Wal-
ter.”

Through it all, Mr. Sondheim was self-ef-
facing, often protesting his aversion to the
spotlight. “I’'m not sure how I've gotten in-
volved in the variety of things referred to
here today,” he said in 1975 when the Adver-
tising Club of Baltimore gave him its Man of
the Year Award. ‘‘One factor, of course, is
just being around for so many years. My
good, long-suffering, strangely faithful wife
is clear about the fact that I'm just weak-
kneed and haven’t the courage to say ‘no.’

‘“Personally, I lean to the theory, ex-
pressed by a friend of mine, that there are
some jobs only a damned fool will do, and if
you’re one, you have an obligation to accept
such an assignment when it’s offered to
you.”

People who knew Mr. Sondheim dismissed
such talk.

He was a man of great affability who, until
the end, delighted in juicy gossip and laugh-
ter.”

Everybody wanted him at their parties,”
Mr. Cardin said. ‘“You don’t get many people
in their late 90s that everybody wants to be
around. He was one of a kind.”

Freeman A. Hrabowski III, president of the
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
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and a longtime close friend, said he was
thinking back Thursday to something Mr.
Sondheim told him 20 years ago.

‘“‘He said, ‘Freeman , live life seriously, but
don’t take it seriously. You do your best, and
then you laugh,” and that was Walter,”” Mr.
Hrabowski said.

Mr. Sondheim performed a vital role as a
link between the region’s businessmen and
William Donald Schaefer when he was a city
councilman, mayor, governor and later state
comptroller.

The two men met when a young Mr. Schae-
fer chaired a City Council committee on
urban renewal.

‘““He would walk into the City Council, and
it was like the Lord walked in,”” Mr. Schae-
fer said. ‘“You would never think of chal-
lenging Walter.”’

State Treasurer Nancy K. Kopp said that
while Mr. Sondheim deeply admired Mr.
Schaefer, he never hesitated to speak his
mind to the mercurial politician.

‘‘He was never reluctant to tell Schaefer he
was making mistakes,”” Ms. Kopp said.

C. Fraser Smith, a former Sun reporter
who wrote a biography of Mr. Schaefer, de-
scribed an incident in which the two men
were flying to Germany to receive an honor
on behalf of the city.

Mr. Sondheim, the story goes, took advan-
tage of the opportunity to admonish the
mayor over his gruff treatment of people.
Why are you so mean to people? Mr.
Sondheim asked. After stewing a long time,
Mr. Schaefer demanded to know whom he
had treated badly.

“Why don’t you look in the phone book?”
Mr. Sondheim replied.

Once pressed to explain his skills in deal-
ing with people, Mr. Sondheim allowed that
he possessed an ability to listen to others,
the patience to find a workable compromise
when confronted with controversial points of
view, and the gift of being able to put him-
self in someone else’s position.

He then added: “‘Liking people is not as im-
portant as understanding people. This is a
skill that is not born; it’s trained. You can’t
be judgmental about somebody with whom
you don’t agree.”’

Mr. Sondheim was born in his father’s
house on Bolton Street on July 25, 1908, an
era of gaslights and streetcars. He recalled
for a 2003 Sun article that the family passed
summers in the cooler climate of a rented
home in Pikesville. One summer, his father
said he couldn’t join the family; when they
returned to Bolton Hill, they found that the
elder Mr. Sondheim had spent the time hav-
ing electric power installed.

Barred from some of the city’s elite
schools because he was Jewish, Mr.
Sondheim attended Park School, becoming a
member of one of its first classes. He went on
to Haverford College in Pennsylvania, from
which he graduated in 1929, and went to work
for the Hochschild, Kohn department store,
where his father worked. Mr. Sondheim
would later chalk up his job to ‘‘nepotism.”’

In 1934, he married Janet Blum of Berke-
ley, Calif., who had been a dancer with the
Denishawn Company. He had proposed to her
in a speakeasy. They had two children, John
W. Sondheim and Ellen Dankert, both of Bal-
timore.

Mrs. Sondheim, who later became a teach-
er, died in 1992. Mr. Sondheim’s death came
on what would have been their 73rd wedding
anniversary.

Even at a young age, Mr. Sondheim was in-
terested in race relations at a time when few
white Baltimoreans questioned segregation
as a bedrock principle. He served on the
board of the Baltimore Urban League during
the 1930s.

“It was really a segregated city,” Mr.
Sondheim recalled in a 1995 interview. I
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worked at Hochschild, Kohn’s. We waited on
African-Americans but on an all-sales-final
basis. People couldn’t return things, they
couldn’t eat in the restaurants, and they
were only employed in menial capacities.
The fact that blacks were not treated as full
citizens as customers was a major issue with
both the Urban League and the NAACP.”

Mr. Sondheim said he worked within the
company to change the practice. ‘I was ter-
ribly unhappy and embarrassed,”” he said
during a 2003 trial in which he testified about
the history of discrimination in Baltimore.

Nevertheless, Mr. Sondheim rose to the po-
sition of store manager at Hochschild’s and
held that post for five years until, in 1942, he
was appointed director of the United States
Employment Service for Maryland, an agen-
cy responsible for transferring people from
nonessential jobs to war work.

The following year, he joined the Navy and
was commissioned a lieutenant. He was sta-
tioned in Cleveland and, when asked about
his war service, loved to say he had pro-
tected the Great Lakes from Axis invasion.
He served until 1946. With the war over, he
returned to Hochschild, Kohn.

Mr. Sondheim’s name and reputation came
to the attention of Mayor Thomas
D’Alesandro Jr. in 1948 when he was looking
for someone to fill a vacancy in what was
then considered ‘‘the Jewish seat’” on the
school board. Mr. Sondheim accepted the job
and served on the board for the next nine
years.

Though Mr. Sondheim seldom dwelled on
the discrimination he personally encoun-
tered, he took the appointment at a time
when anti-Semitism was pervasive in the
United States in general and Baltimore in
particular.

In the 2003 discrimination trial at which he
testified, Mr. Sondheim recounted that his
family was once blocked from buying a house
in Roland Park when the seller found out the
Sondheims were Jewish. He also testified
that the elite downtown clubs that served
the business establishment also barred
Jews—a barrier that led to the formation of
the Center Club. But when some organizers
of that club proposed that it exclude blacks,
Mr. Sondheim and several others withdrew
their applications. The rule was dropped.

FATEFUL DECISION

It was while Mr. Sondheim was president
of the school board that the city decided in
May 1954 to desegregate its schools in re-
sponse to the Supreme Court’s decision.

Baltimore became the first school district
south of the Mason-Dixon line to respond to
the Supreme Court’s unanimous, landmark
ruling outlawing ‘‘separate but equal’” edu-
cation for blacks and whites.

Integration here was accomplished with
relatively little tension compared with
events in other cities, and the process was
hailed as a signal achievement at the time.

But it did not come entirely without re-
sistance. On one occasion, an opponent of de-
segregation burned a cross on Mr.
Sondheim’s Windsor Hills lawn. But Mr.
Sondheim would play down the incident,
telling friends that the cross was puny and
the fire hardly got started.

‘“He wouldn’t back off,”” Mr. Schaefer said.
‘““‘He wouldn’t step aside. He wouldn’t do any-
thing except what was right.”’

In 1958, Morgan State awarded Mr.
Sondheim an honorary degree. He accepted
his honor alongside the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., who received the same honor from
the school that day, according to state archi-
vist Edward C. Papenfuse Jr.

Nevertheless, Mr. Sondheim declined to
count school desegregation as one of his
achievements—noting that 50 years later
most African-American students attend
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schools that are almost entirely black. He
would tell listeners that while he and others
desegregated the schools, they didn’t succeed
in integrating them.

Mr. Sondheim’s next major task in the life
of the city came in 1957 when he was named
head of the newly created Baltimore Urban
Renewal and Housing Authority, which
brought together a number of agencies
charged with handling the city’s public hous-
ing program.

He said he had no advanced knowledge of
public housing—other than having lived with
Mrs. Sondheim and their children in a Cleve-
land public housing project when he was in
the Navy—but he started to learn.

The learning process coincided with the
city’s initial commitment to downtown re-
newal, spurred by the GBC, an organization
of prominent citizens determined to prevent
the area from deteriorating. In his role as
housing authority chief and as a member of
the GBC, he helped launch the first renewal
project, Charles Center.

The year was 1963. His civic responsibil-
ities, added to his work at the department
store, overwhelmed him. He resigned as head
of the housing authority to devote more
time to retailing but remained involved in
less demanding civic enterprises.

In 1970, Mr. Sondheim decided to take
early retirement from the department store,
where he had risen to the post of senior vice
president and treasurer, and started a second
career with the quasi-public Charles Center-
Inner Harbor Management organization that
was transforming the city’s skyline and at-
tracting national attention from urban plan-
ners.

The new post became a full-time job, but
he also was called upon to serve as director
of the Baltimore Urban Coalition, chairman
of the board of Goucher College and a mem-
ber, trustee or director of such organizations
as Mercy and Sinai hospitals, the Baltimore
Gas and Electric Co. and the Chesapeake &
Potomac Telephone Co.

However, Mr. Sondheim decided in May
1989 to shed some of these responsibilities.

After 15 years as chairman of Charles Cen-
ter-Inner Harbor Management, where he
worked for $1 a year, he announced his res-
ignation. At the same time, he stepped down
as president of Charles Street Management
Corp. and Market Center Development Corp.,
two agencies that helped direct development
of other parts of downtown.

“I think that people can stay too long on
some jobs,” he said when announcing his re-
tirement.

Soon he settled into an office at the GBC,
where he took the title of senior adviser. His
work ethic mnever flagged. When snow
prompted other staff members to leave the
office early, Mr. Sondheim, who lived nearby
in a condominium at Harbor View, would
take over the job of answering phones.

Asked once why he never joined in the
white flight out of the city, Mr. Sondheim
replied: “What I learned early on is cutting
grass is not as good as walking pavement.”

Two years after taking senior status at the
GBC, Mr. Sondheim was appointed by Mr.
Schaefer to chair a gubernatorial panel on
school performance—a group that would be-
come known as the Sondheim Commission.
The group produced a report that became the
blueprint for what would become known as
the Maryland School Performance Assess-
ment Program, or MSPAP.

The controversial test, with its heavy em-
phasis on writing skills, would be the state’s
chief educational measurement tool for a
decade.

A FEELING OF AWE

While on senior status, Mr. Sondheim
would continue to be sought out for advice
by aspiring political leaders.
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Former Gov. Parris N. Glendening said Mr.
Sondheim was one of the first people he
turned to for advice before launching his
campaign for the State House. Then the
Prince George’s County executive, Mr.
Glendening said he and Mr. Sondheim spoke
for well over an hour about education and
the condition of Baltimore. After his elec-
tion as governor in 1994, Mr. Glendening said
he frequently solicited Mr. Sondheim’s views
on ‘‘big picture” issues such as the city-state
partnership in running Baltimore schools.

“I would talk with him and always come
away with a feeling of awe,” Mr. Glendening
said.

In 1997, when he was 89, Mr. Sondheim was
the central figure in a Wall Street Journal
article about people who delayed retirement
far beyond the age of Social Security eligi-
bility.

The Page 1 article recounted how Mr.
Sondheim sent a letter to his closest friends
asking them to let him know—by anony-
mous note if they preferred—if he ever
reached the point where it was time to stop
coming to work.

Lainy Lebow-Sachs, former chief of staff to
Mr. Schaefer and a longtime friend of Mr.
Sondheim’s, said none of his friends wrote
such a reply. ‘“Everybody ripped it up,” she
said.

Mr. O’Malley said Mr. Sondheim played a
behind-the-scenes role in his 2004 standoff
with Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. and state Su-
perintendent Nancy S. Grasmick over the
control of the city school system. The gov-
ernor described Mr. Sondheim as performing
‘“‘shuttle diplomacy’ between City Hall and
Mrs. Grasmick, a close friend of Mr.
Sondheim who had aligned herself with Mr.
Ehrlich in favor of increased state control.

‘“‘He tried very much to be a conciliator on
that score and felt that it was very
unhealthy for the progress of our kids that
the school system wound up as a political
football,”” Mr. O’Malley said. He added that
Mr. Sondheim privately urged him to stick
by his guns on the issue of local control.

Mr. Sondheim cut back on some activities
in his final years. In 2001, he stepped down as
president of the state school board, a post he
had held since 1998. Two years later, he left
the board after serving two terms as a mem-
ber. Last year, he stepped down from the
board of the Abell Foundation.

But he remained active in business and po-
litical activities well into his late 90s. In
2006, he recruited a group of prominent Balti-
moreans who were interested in buying The
Sun from Tribune Co. Until his death, he
served on one board that ensures compliance
with the state’s open-meetings laws and an-
other that runs the American Visionary Arts
Museum.

As he advanced in years, Mr. Sondheim fre-
quently joked about his age. Once, asked
how he was doing, he replied: ‘‘OK, consid-
ering my antiquity.”

Ms. Lebow-Sachs said Mr. Sondheim’s lon-
gevity and vigor could not be attributed to a
health regimen. ‘‘He ate anything he wanted,
and he didn’t exercise since 1921, she said.

Mr. Sondheim would continue to drive—
but only during the day—until the week be-
fore his death, when he broke his ankle in an
accident. It was after that injury that he
would check into Mercy, where his final ill-
ness was diagnosed.

Ms. Lebow-Sachs and Mr. Schaefer recalled
that every time Mr. Sondheim received an
honor—and there were dozens—he would go
on and on about how he didn’t deserve it.

Mr. Schaefer said his friends’ reaction was
always: “For God’s sake, Walter, cut that
out!”

In 2005, when the University of Maryland,
Baltimore County named its social sciences
building after Mr. Sondheim and his late
wife, he admonished school officials.
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‘“You shouldn’t name a building for people
who are still alive,” Mr. Sondheim—then
96—said at the dedication ceremony. ‘‘You
never know what they’ll do tomorrow.”’

In addition to his son and daughter, Mr.
Sondheim is survived by two granddaughters
and a great-granddaughter. He is also sur-
vived by a sister-in-law, Shirley Williams, a
former member of Britain’s Parliament and
Mr. Neustadt’s widow.e

———
HONORING GARY M. CLARK

e Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I wish to
take this opportunity to honor the life
of Caldwell County Sheriff Gary M.
Clark, who died from cancer on Feb-
ruary 2 at the age of 47. Sheriff Clark
was an outstanding and dedicated pub-
lic servant whose influence, knowledge,
and achievements were widely known
and highly regarded.

Sheriff Clark served the citizens of
Caldwell County with honor and dis-
tinction for 27 years. He began his law
enforcement career with the Lenoir Po-
lice Department, where he served for 22
years. He was first elected sheriff of
Caldwell County in 2002 and reelected
to a second term in November 2007.

Sheriff Clark loved serving the citi-
zens of Caldwell County and dedicated
his life to law enforcement. Addition-
ally, he loved his family and was a
dedicated husband and father. He was
also a man of great faith.

Sheriff Clark is survived by his wife
Kim Clark; two daughters, Megan
Elaine Clark, 14, and Staci Michelle

Clark, 11; his parents Stanley and
Norma Clark; and a brother, Alan
Clark.

I know my colleagues in the Senate
join me in honoring the life of Sheriff
Gary M. Clark and in offering condo-
lences to his family, friends, and col-
leagues.®

———

COMMEMORATING THE SOUTH
RIVER RURITAN CLUB

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I offer
my congratulations to the South River
Ruritan Club in Edgewater, MD, on
their 50th anniversary.

The South River Ruritan Club, a
community service organization, was
chartered on March 13, 1957, and for 50
years has been providing much needed
services to the citizens of Edgewater,
Annapolis, and southern Maryland.

The Club, whose members are all vol-
unteers, have contributed well in ex-
cess of half a million dollars in direct
financial aid and countless hours of
time, to numerous community service
projects.

The club awards local students scho-
lastic and vocational scholarships and
provides assistance to local Scout
troops, youth athletics, and other
youth-related programs. They conduct
an annual essay contest for fifth grade
students and have sponsored students
to the National Association of Student
Council Conference and Exchange Stu-
dent programs.

They contribute annually to the
local fire and rescue departments, the
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Maryland and Anne Arundel County
police departments, and support envi-
ronmental programs, including efforts
to protect the Chesapeake Bay.

Our Active Duty military, retired
and disabled military, and veterans or-
ganizations also benefit from the vol-
unteer efforts of the club. They have
sent direct aid to our troops in Iraq
and provide additional financial assist-
ance through their military’s morale
and welfare assistance programs.

Their work also includes assistance
in such areas as financial aid to needy
families, victims of violent crimes,
families displaced by catastrophes such
as fires, and hurricanes, and assistance
through Habitat for Humanity. They
contribute annually to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and Johns
Hopkins Hospital Children’s Center and
they loan wheelchairs, walkers, and
other medical assistance equipment to
members of the community.

I congratulate the South River
Ruritan Club on their wonderful record
of community service over the last 50
years and wish them enormous success
as they continue their commitment to
improving their communities and sup-
porting the families who live in and
around them. This club and their mem-
bership, both past and present, have
every reason to be proud of what they
have accomplished.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 761. A bill to invest in innovation and
education to improve the competitiveness of
the United States in the global economy.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-15. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of West
Virginia relative to supporting the U.S.
troops participating in the War on Terror; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 9

Whereas, the United States is at war

against terrorists who would take our lives
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and property in the name of their extremist
beliefs; and

Whereas, American troops are currently in
harm’s way defending American freedom in
locations across the globe, including Iraq
and Afghanistan; and

Whereas, many of those servicemen and
women are West Virginian citizens or friends
or relatives of West Virginian citizens; and

Whereas, leaders in Washington, D.C.,
should do all that is in their power to fund
and support American soldiers, sailors, air-
men and Marines, with special emphasis
placed on providing adequate body armor for
all military personnel in harm’s way; there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate: That the Senate
hereby expresses its full support for United
States troops participating in the War on
Terror; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Clerk is hereby directed
to forward a copy of this resolution to the
President of the United States, the Sec-
retary of the Department of Defense, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Secretary of the United States Senate, the
Clerk of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and West Virginia’s congres-
sional delegation.

POM-16. A joint resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of
Maine relative to memorializing Con-
gress to repeal the REAL ID Act of
2005; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Whereas, the federal REAL ID Act of 2005
mandates an unfunded national driver’s li-
cense on the people of Maine and was passed
as a rider on military spending bill; and

Whereas, implementation of the REAL ID
Act of 2005 will cost Maine taxpayers ap-
proximately $185 million; and

Whereas, the REAL ID Act of 2005 national
database will invite theft of identity and in-
vasion of privacy; and

Whereas, the REAL ID Act of 2005 will im-
pose inconveniences and higher taxes on
Mainers with no attendant benefit such as
protections from terrorism; now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Maine State Legislature
refuses to implement the REAL ID Act of
2005, and we thereby protest the treatment
by Congress and the President as agents of
the Federal Government; and be it further

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
spectfully urge and request that the Con-
gress of the United States repeal the REAL
ID Act of 2005; and be it further

Resolved, That official copies of this resolu-
tion, duly authenticated by the Secretary of
State, be transmitted to the Honorable
George W. Bush, President of the United
States; the Honorable Michael Chertoff, Sec-
retary of Homeland Security; the Honorable
John E. Baldacci, Governor of the State of
Maine; the Honorable Richard Cheney, Presi-
dent of the United States Senate; the Honor-
able Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives; and each
member of the Maine Congressional Delega-
tion.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. INOUYE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with amendments and an amendment to the
title:
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